
REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF
MEASURE Y

A directly elected mayor is a bad idea for a city Albany’s
size. Directly electing the mayor would place too much
power in the hands of one individual and could marginal-
ize the remaining 4 council members and their con-
stituents.
Currently, a council member that has served 8 years must
wait 2 years before running again. If this measure is
approved, a person may serve 8 years as a council mem-
ber and another 8 years as mayor. Sixteen years makes a
career politician and builds entrenched power.
Contrary to the proponent’s assertion, the mayors confer-
ence does not preclude the appointment of a rotating
mayor to regional governing bodies. However, the fact is
that much larger Alameda County cities such as Oakland,
Berkeley and Fremont will always have more regional
influence than Albany regardless of how our mayor is
elected. Our charter does not require that a different per-
son be mayor every year. The present mayor is serving
his second year in office.
This measure would make elections more divisive and
expensive, discouraging ordinary citizens from running
and making it easier for well-funded interest groups to
take and keep political control of our City. Instead of the
“one consistent voice” the proponents want, we want
leaders who will hear the diversity of Albany voices and
seek common ground. Our current system promotes that
process, creates accountability and provides a level play-
ing field. It has worked well and there is no good reason
to change it. Vote NO on Measure Y.
s/Karen Carlson-Olson

Albany Resident
s/Jack A. Rosano

Past School Board Member
s/Diane Akers

Past Charter Review Committee Member
s/Thelma Rubin

Past Charter Review Committee 2000-2008
s/Robert E. Nichols

Former Mayor

ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE Y
Albany residents should be able to directly elect their
mayor, choosing leadership and vision for their city. Mea-
sure Y gives voters this right.
Albany’s mayor is currently appointed to a one-year term
by the City Council. Measure Y allows voters to elect
Albany’s mayor to a four-year term. It gives voters the
choice about who leads Albany locally and represents us
regionally.
A four-year mayor will give Albany residents a consistent
voice in local decision making and beyond. The brief term
served by the current appointed mayor limits Albany’s
leverage with our regional, state and federal representa-
tives. Consistent, steady representation increases our
chance of success in a very competitive environment for
federal, state and local funds.
Our current system also excludes Albany’s voice from
regional governing bodies whose decisions directly affect
Albany. For instance, appointed mayors are ineligible for
seats on the Bay Conservation and Development Commis-
sion, which controls land use along the bay shore, the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Commission, which controls
regional transportation funding, and the Bay Area Air
Quality Board, which makes decisions about the air we
breath.
Voting directly for the mayor allows residents to choose
the issues and characteristics that concern them most:
leadership ability, experience, platform, and record. Mea-
sure Y requires election of the mayor by a majority of vot-
ers, giving weight to these concerns.
Measure Y enables mayoral election by instant runoff vot-
ing (IRV). IRV allows voters to rank candidates in their
order of preference. This method results in more positive,
issue-focused campaigns while determining which candi-
date has majority support in a single election (no special
runoff election is needed).
Citizens should directly elect their mayor. Doing so will
give us more effective leadership locally and stronger rep-
resentation regionally.
Vote for Albany. Vote yes on Measure Y.
s/Joanne R. Wile

City Council Member
s/Robert Cheasty

Former Mayor of Albany
s/Micah Berul

Charter Review Committee Member
s/Preston Jordan

Albany citizen
s/Sally E. Martin

Former Charter Review Committee Member ’04-08
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